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Claims 

5 An ignition device comprising an insulator, a center electrode held by a 

leg portion of the insulator on a side exposed to the interior of a combustion 
chamber of an internal combustion engine, a metallic housing fixedly secured to 
an outer circumference of the insulator, an earth electrode provided on the 
housing, a first gap defined between a tip portion of the center electrode, which 
1 0 protrudes from the insulator and which is exposed to the interior of the 

combustion chamber, and the earth electrode, and a third electrode in which a 
metallic tip portion confronts the tip portion of the center electrode through a 
second gap and which is electrically insulated by an insulating portion. 
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